Saint Mary Magdalen Church

Building a family of faith in Jesus Christ through Catholic Worship, Formation & Charity.

8 DECEMBER 2024 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ADVENT MEDITATION SERIES

Hail and Blessed be the Hour

Dear Friends in Christ,

We have a few calendar notes to help you make the
most of these days. First of all, tomorrow, the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception, is normally a holy day of
obligation. However, because of the way it falls this year,

Archbishop Pérez has given a dispensation to all Catholics
in the Archdiocese. We are not obligated to attend

Mass tomorrow, but it is highly encouraged! We will

have our usual schedule of 6:30 am and 8:30 am.

Next Monday, December 15, will be our Advent
Day of Mercy. We will have the Sacrament of Penance
for our school children at 1:30 pm, our PREP students at
5 pm, and all parishioners at 7 pm. We will have several
guest priests assisting with confessions at those times.
Adults, particularly parents, are also welcome at the school
and PREP times, as well as at evening opportunities.
These are in addition to our usual Confessions schedule—
Saturday at 9 am and Sunday at 6:15 pm. In addition,
we will offer the Sacrament of Penance at 9 am
and 12 pm on Christmas Eve.

Speaking of Christmas Eve, we have an addition to our
schedule this year! We are adding a new 10:30 pm Mass
during the Night to complement our schedule of Masses.

Therefore, our Christmas schedule will be as follows:
4 pm, 6:30 pm, 10:30 pm on Christmas Eve, and
7:30 am, 9:30 am, and 11:30 am on Christmas Day.

May the Lord grant you peacel!

—Father Eric Banecker

Advent Meditation begins on page 3

ALL ARE WELCOME + 2400 N. PROVIDENCE ROAD + MEDIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19063
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CLERGY

610-566-8821
stmarymagdalen.net

Rev. Eric J. Banecker
Pastor
freric@stmarymagdalen.net
Extension 110

Rev. Msgr. Ralph J. Chieffo
Pastor Emeritus
frralph@stmarymagdalen.net

Rev. Robert A. Pesarchick
Parochial Vicar
froob@stmarymagdalen.net
Extension 123

Sacramental assistance
is provided by
The Legionaries of Christ
Rev. Msgr. Francis Beach
Rev. Richard Maisano
Rev. Philip Lowe

Deacon James DiFerdinand, M.A.
Permanent Deacon
jamesdiferdinand@gmail.com

Deacon Joseph Boyle, M.Th.
Pastoral Associate
deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen.net
Extension 126

Deacon Bob Szipszky, M.Th.
Permanent Deacon
OCIA Program
deaconbob@stmarymagdalen.net

Deacon E. Peter Zurbach, Ph.D.
Permanent Deacon, Retired

PARISH MASS & CONFESSION SCHEDULE

Sunday
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM & 7 PM

Weekday

Monday thru Friday
6:30 AM & 8:30 AM

Saturday
8:30 AM & 4:30 PM Vigil

Confessions from 9 to 10 AM on Saturdays,
and 6:15 to 6:45 PM on Sundays.

For a private confession time, please call the parish office.

PARISH DEVOTIONAL SCHEDULE

Adoration Chapel: Monday from 7 AM to Friday until 1 PM.
Morning Prayer: 7:15 AM from Monday to Friday in the Chapel.

First Friday Holy Hour: 5:30 PM Adoration & Confessions,
followed by Mass at 6:30 PM.

Legion of Mary: 9:30 AM on Tuesdays in the Gathering Room.
Rosary: 7:15 PM on Tuesdays in the Chapel.

Flame of Love Devotions: Noon on Fridays in the Chapel.

ELECTRONIC PARISH GIVING

gift or sign up for recurring electronic donations using
the 'Parish Giving' secure link or scan the QR code.



(continued from the cover)

Already, the Second Sunday of Advent is upon us.
For this reason, we should embrace the urgency of
the Lord’s coming by putting aside the false and
manufactured urgency of this season. The Lord invites
us to keep vigil in silence and stillness, not busyness,
which only leaves us exhausted and frustrated.

Maybe you were like me and had one of those Advent
calendars growing up—the ones where you open a
paper door every day to find a piece of candy or a
nice message. Indeed, Advent is all about watching

and waiting. It's about counting down. What makes it

so comforting, | think, is that we know that our waiting
will be fulfilled. And we know the exact time!

There is a Carmelite tradition of reciting this
prayer every day leading up to Christmas:
“Hail and blessed be the hour and the moment in
which Christ our Lord was born in Bethlehem, at
midnight, in piercing cold. At that hour, vouchsafe,
O my God, to hear my prayers and grant my petitions
through the merits of Jesus Christ and of his blessed
Mother. Amen.” What strikes me about the prayer
is its specificity: God was born for us at this exact
moment, on this exact day, in this very place.

In just the same way, the liturgical celebration of this
world-altering event takes place on the same day
every year—December 25. It isn't a moveable feast.
Even Easter, the greatest of Christian feasts, bounces
around the calendar according to the lunar cycles.
But Christmas does no such thing—it is fixed in
our minds. Therefore, we know that the watching
and waiting will not be interminable—even now,
we can taste the joy of the feast.

The coming of the Lord at the end of time is
different. In relation to that cosmic and momentous
moment, we are like the people of Israel of old. They
had been promised a Savior and Messiah. Yet they
were asked to trust in God's promises even though
they had no definitive knowledge of when, where, or
in what manner it would take place. Even the most
learned of Jewish scribes were perplexed when
Jesus finally arrived on the scene!

His second coming will not be like that. While his
first coming—extended into our lives through the
Church’s sacraments, especially the Eucharist—is
veiled and mysterious, his second coming will be
immediately apparent to the whole world. We are
the ones who have been called out from the world to
prepare and keep vigil for this coming. We are meant
to glorify God with our lives—not because we want

Second Sunday of Advent 3

to save ourselves alone, but because God wants
to use us as he used Israel: to sanctify the world
and open to all peoples the knowledge of the
God who comes to dwell with his people.

Dear friends, as Advent moves forward, we
should rejoice in the great gift we have to share in
this work of redemption. Like the prophets, may we
open the Advent calendars of our hearts, knowing
that while we don't know the day or the hour of the
Lord’s second coming, we know for certain the
moment when we can celebrate his first coming,
which is the most definitive reason for us to trust
him even now. Hail and blessed be the hour!

"Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.”

—Isaiah 40:3

Enjoy the classic oratorio presented by
the amazing Main Line Ecumenical Choir
and gifted orchestra musicians.
Conducted by Ralph Purri. All are welcome.

This is a goodwill offering event.
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PARISH ‘
610-566-8821 St. Mary Magdalen's

stmarymagdalen.net D a Y OF

Mrs. Gina Staiber

Office Manager & Notary M I ‘: R( : S ?
gina@stmarymagdalen.net

Extension: 111 Experience God's forgiveness and peace in the a
Mr. Ralph Purri Sacrament of Reconciliation offered throughout the day
Director of Sacred Music on Monday, December 16, with our School and PREP
rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net students. Adults are welcome during any of our service tlmes

Extension: 128

Mrs. Kerry Boyle
Director of Communications P E NA
kerry@stmarymagdalen.net
Extension: 122

Mrs. Daniela DiCandilo i
Finance Manager > 5t06

daniela@stmarymagdalen.net E
Extension: 124

Mrs. Dorc?thy Brown . MONDAY

Director of Religious Education

e EsTE e e e DECEMBE Q 16

Extension 125

Mrs. Joanne Hinkle
PREP Administrator
jhinkle@stmarymagdalen.net
Extension: 109

Mrs. Shelly Zeller
Mrs. Jessica Savko
Mrs. Mary Lou Mayer

Office Administrators
Extension: 107

ONE HOPE

SCHOOL

610-565-1822
stmarymagdalenschool.net

The Knights' ONE HOPE Winery fundraiser will benefit the
Mothers' Home in Darby. Start your Christmas shopping
or stock up for the upcoming holidays while benefitting

a great cause in our area. So, let's pour it forward!
Mrs. Amy Crawford Bauer 9 P

Principal To place an order, please visit the Knights' digital
abauer@stmarymagdalen.net storefront at onehopewine.com/event/208579.
Dcn. Joseph P. Boyle, Jr. The Knights of Columbus are grateful for your support!
President

deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen.net Now Through December



ADVENT DATES

Monday, December 9

Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Mass at 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year

Saturday, December 14
Mass in Italian at 7 PM
Sponsored by Associazione Regionale Abrussese
Delco and the Celebrant is Fr. Eric Banecker

Sunday, December 15
Blessing of Créches
4:30 Vigil Mass and 9:30 AM Mass

Bring your créche or baby Jesus
from home to be blessed before Christmas.

Handel's Messiah at 3 PM

Enjoy this amazing musical event presented
by the Mainline Ecumenical Choir. (see pg. 3)

Monday, December 16
Day of Mercy: Penance Services
1:30 to 2:30 PM, 5 to 6 PM, & 7 to 8 PM
All are welcome. (See pg. 2)

Wednesday, December 18
School Christmas Concert
6:30 PM in the church

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD
IS IN URGENT NEED OF VOLUNTEERS

We urgently need volunteers for Children's
Liturgy of the Word (CLOW), which provides an
age-appropriate Liturgy each week during the
school year to children in grades 1 to 3 during

Sunday's 9:30 AM Mass. Can you volunteer a
handful of times from now to June? The readings
are provided with ideas and suggestions for
discussing the Gospel reading. Then, together,
you assist them with reciting the Apostles' Creed
and the Prayer of the Faithful. Children share
their special petitions for special loved ones.

If you have questions or want to meet in the
chapel to review the material, please email
Carol at clow@stmarymagdalen.net.
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A NEW SOUND SYSTEM
FOR THE CHURCH IS ON THE WAY!

Since Fr. Banecker's arrival, we have listened
to your concerns and wishes, including the church's
current sound system, which needs an upgrade.
During this season of Advent, we are pleased
to announce that plans for a new system are
on the way—Yes, the pun is intended!

When gathered in faith, we are reminded
of our profound connection and the deep affinity
worship plays in our lives. Nothing should
impede our experience as we encounter God
and others in communion with Him. However, while
it has served us well, our current sound system
can no longer support our vibrant community.
It regularly impacts many in our congregation,
who must strain to hear, which causes a
less-than-optimal worship experience.

We want every voice—every song and every prayer—
to be heard clearly in our sanctuary. We are
pleased to announce we have a generous
benefactor who has pledged fifteen thousand to-
wards our goal. We are asking our community
to help us match this gift. Your support is essential
in making this a reality, and it will be a blessing to
all in our community. Let's ensure our worship
experience is vibrant, uplifting—and accessible
to everyone who walks through our doors.

We hope this 'sounds' appealing and know that
we are deeply grateful for your consideration.
Your support, no matter the amount, will make
a significant difference. If you are able to
donate, please contact Deacon Joe at
deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen.net or send or
submit your gift marked "Sound System."

Students collected food and assembled Thanksgiving baskets.



Giving Gree
Now to December 13 9, O 2 4

Please stop by and grab an ornament to

i E_! support our fellow neighbors in need.
W A d/{m E 5 We will collect the gifts on
Sunday, December 15.

BIBLE STUDY before and after the 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 AM

Masse— No collection at the 7 PM Mass.

Mondays from 7 to 8 PM

Join us weekly at St. Mary Magdalen for faith
and fellowship on the lower level of the church
by St. Francis Hall. Begins November 4th.

MASS & SOCIAL

Plus, we have some children in nearby

parishes in need of ‘Secret Santas!

Contact us directly if you can assist

with this, and we will pair you a
child, children, or a family.

Sundays at 7 PM

Come for Mass with music by Gus DeSimone and
Sarah Thomas. Then stay afterward for food and
some fun in St. Francis Hall or in nearby Media.

We appreciate your support.
Thank you, and God Bless!

Ginger Vicroria
gingervictoria8@gmail.com # 484-639-3048

JOIN ARCHBISHOP NELSON PEREZ
& THE OFFICE FOR MINISTRY WITH
YOUNG ADULTS FOR A JUBILEE OF

YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO

---// ome, ﬁ}t&

JMJ Youth
Pilgrimages

e -u. o ‘,,' =i

10 Dayl 8 nght Pllgrlmage Itinerary

July 26 - August 4, 2025




WELCOME NEW FAMILIES

Are you interested in joining our parish? Visit our website or stop by
our parish office to register. We welcome new members weekly.
Gregory Moppert & Juliette Gabriel, Thomas & Antoinette Torrence,
David & Yvet Opperman

CALLED HOME TO GOD

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of Peter DiPlacido,
those souls who have died due to wars or conflicts including the Holy Land,
Gaza, Ukraine, Sudan, those recently lost to natural disasters, famine,
or acts of violence, and the 4,000+ babies aborted daily.

A TIME TO HEAL
Please pray for our sick. Call the Parish Office if you or a loved one is ill.

Carol Austin, Charles Bastian, Danielle Bastian, Kevin Boylan, Bill Boylan,
Joe Cahill, Anthony Carbo, Tricia Carmen, Christine Cavaliere,
Mary Cichanowsky, Jean Cotter, Joseph DeFabio, Kieran Doran,
Rosemary Dougherty, Theresa D'Orazio, Phil Franco, Kevin Gallagher,
Katie Garwood, Jacquelyn Gibbons, Bob Gentile, Rodie Henson,
Francis lacovone, Cole Keith, Ray Kenney, Gregory Lewis, Leonard Lombardi,
Joe Malloy, Floyd Marvin, Robin Marvin, Marion McCarthy, Mary Jane
& Pat McCloskey, Mary Theresa McDevitt, Dorothy Milliner, Dorothy
Moerman, James Moerman, Joan Murphy, Mike Murphy, Carol Ortner,
Bill Pace, John Pollera, Nicholas Quercetti, Sr., George Rodgers,
Naomi Rouse, Daught Ryan, Peter Salemo, Angelina Scarpa,
Brendan Shain, Lisa Innaurato Shaine, Bill Snyder, Susan Sowa,
Eleanor Tiongson, Amerigo Tomassi, Mark Torregosa,

Roseann Yannacone, and Ernie Zappacosta.

MARRIAGES
Best wishes and many blessings to our newest newlyweds.
Ashley Mendicino & Ricardo Pereira

BAPTISMS

Congratulations to our newly baptized!
For baptismal information, call or email baptisms@stmarymagdalen.net

Sophia Margaret Salvino, Kalina Mae Fritsch

SMM families attended the annual and important 'Stand Up for Life Dinner' last week.

Prayers & Mass Intentions 7

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
8:30 AM - Bill Bricker
4:30 PM - Charles F. Edelman, Jr.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
7:30 AM - Guiteras & Dever Families
9:30 AM - Ints. of the DiMedio Family
11:30 AM - Mary McDevitt
7 PM - Janet Zurbach

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9
Immaculate Conception of the BVM

6:30 AM - Ints. of Fr. Reuben Nuxoll
8:30 PM - Janet Zurbach
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10
6:30 AM - Ints. of Fr. Eric Banecker
8:30 AM - Joann Flocco
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
6:30 AM - The People of the Parish
8:30 AM - Robert Pizio
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12
6:30 AM - Louis Tramantana
8:30 AM - The Souls in Purgatory
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13
6:30 AM - John Lewis Baker
8:30 AM - Michael Ciavardini
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
8:30 AM - Ints. of Msgr. Ralph Chieffo
4:30 PM - Robert Verna
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15

7:30 AM - Frances & George Burkhardt

9:30 AM - Carla Donato

11:30 AM - Dottie Campbell,
Judy Campbell & Jackie Simms

7 PM - The People of The Parish
FLOWERS

In memory of deceased parishioners

BREAD & WINE

In memory of Peter DiPlacido
CANDLE

In memory of deceased clergy
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SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Since December 2023, we have been assisting
a family in Marcus Hook, who has had many
emotional, physical, and economic crises. They
currently need further rent assistance as well as
food and Christmas gifts. Are you able to help
them by making a contribution to our ministry
or providing them with some gifts this Christmas?
Even the smallest contribution is helpful and appre-
ciated. Kindly mark your financial contribution as
"Marcus Hook Family," so we may specifically direct
those gifts to this family. For a Christmas wish list,
contact Jackie at jackiedooley44@gmail.com.

LEGION OF MARY
How Does It Work?

Our members meet weekly to pray, plan, and
discuss as a group. Then, we go out in pairs to
perform Spiritual Works of Mercy within our parish
and local community under the guidance of a
Spiritual Director, usually a priest or deacon.
We call all Catholics who would like to draw closer
to Jesus and His Mother to give the Legion a try.

How Do | Start?

Be a guest at our meeting! We invite you to come
and see the Legion from the inside—if you wish,
you can go as our guest on one of the work
assignments with an experienced member.

All you need is a willingness to offer a little
of your time and energy for the most significant
reason in the world—your love of God!

Every Tuesday at 9:30 AM in the Gathering Room.

SCAMS TARGET PARISHIONERS

There is an uptick in email and text scams
trying to masquerade as parishes, priests, or
other parish leaders throughout the Archdiocese.
You will not receive 'private' texts or email
requests from Fr. Eric, clergy, or parish staff asking
for gift cards, cash, or emergency funds. Any parish
events or fundraisers are posted publically on our
website, bulletin, or newsletters. Do not respond
to or click on links in suspicious emails or texts.
When in doubt, contact our parish office or ask any
staff member using the emails listed in our bulletin
or on the website at stmarymagdalen.net.

PHILLY ADORATION FOR VOCATIONS

It is the fervent desire of the Archdiocese to
encourage the faithful to pray before the Most
Blessed Sacrament on the day the Eucharist and the
Priesthood were instituted by Christ to pray for our
priests, seminarians, and an increase in vocations.
Join us as the designated Chapel in Delaware County
for Vocation Adoration every Thursday from
9 AM to 4 PM throughout the Archdiocese.

For more about vocations, visit heedthecall.org.

TODAY’S READINGS BEGIN ON 60

IN THE HERITAGE MISSAL
STEWARDSHIP & TITHING
October 2024 $115,528
Collection: $30,054
Mail-in: $30,638
EFT: $54,836
October 2023 $106,050
Collection: $39,169
Mail-in: $24,963
EFT: $41,918

Scan our QR Code for a secure
link to our ‘Parish Giving’ link

for Weekly & Special Collections,
Annual School Fund, In Memory,
Single Gifts, Stewardship,
School Fund, and more.

We are grateful for your generous spirit!



Did you know 1 in 5 people in the Philadelphia
area count on the Catholic Charities Appeal
for help and hope this Advent and throughout
the year?

THIS IS HOW YOUR
DONATIONS ARE
SUPPORTING CCA
BENEFICIARIES, OF OUR
$10 MILLION GOAL...

Those in need of CCA's mission are in every county, town, 2024
parish, and neighborhood—including our SMM community. Fundraising Goal:
Catholic Charities Appeal impacts nearly one million lives 10 Million
annually. They cannot do this vital work without you—
Your gift matters more than you know.

Eﬂ ' "| |8l This Advent, make a difference in
SEap the lives of many, and together, let's
‘ .:l.'-filil bring hope where it is needed most.
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. To give, scan the QR Code or go to
' catholiccharitiesappeal.org.
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE TODAY

This Is Catholic Social Services
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Coastal Health Connections offers
reliable, professional and easily
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to you and your loved ones.
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610-492-5900 www.cmoh.org Newtown Square
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Our family
proudly matches

liamsburg

DLI\ TAL

RE;LTii!

memorial gifts to
SMM School

Aesthetlc ( General Dentistry

Serving the Delaware County for over 45 years
Joseph J. Capista, DDS

FIZZANO )} FAMILY

Endowment Fund
¥ i Robert J. Spennato, DMD
Daniel P. Tibbetts, DMD
Jarred E. Gettes, DMD
Alexa N. Spennato, DMD

Broomall: 610-353-2700
L Wilson Safe Company

Fire and Burglar Protection Expert

15 E. Fourth Street
Media, PA FUNERAL HOME
610-566-3755 | www.haganfuneralhome.com

(215) 492 - 7100

Protecting Since 1905

www.wilsonsafe.com

Amy Fizzano

Jim Fizzano
REALTOR®

REALTOR® w

Parishioners since 1988

s
"Using a Real Estate Advocate-Consultant is the better way to Buy & Sell Real Estate"

www.FizzanoFamily.com 610.565.1100

= 2]

5 L

Mercedes-Benz
Certified Collision
Repair Center

§PE= VIOPPERT (1
B BROTHERS | *rove oo sior

COLLISION SERVICES GROUP @

CERTIFIED
COLLISION REPAIR CENTER

ELITE

BOOK YOUR EVENT
O /0 gy

RISTORANTE ITATTANO

www.moppertbros.com
Harry J. Moppert Sr.

President and Proud Parishioner Since 1984

Baptisms | Memorials | First Holy Communions
Weddings | Birthdays | Anniversaries

610.353.7033

= L
—= Parishioner

®* CRIMINAL DEFENSE ® WILLS/ESTATES
* SUMMARY APPEALS ® PERSONAL INJURY

BOB SCITTINA
Agent

Morton, PA Warminster, PA Northfield NJ
610-544-4444 215-674-0333 609-380-2988 lalocandabanquets@yahoo.com
i~ KeviN T. CovNe, Esguire | Like a good neighbor, ’ANJOLELL
State Farm iS there_® MEMORIAL HOMES * AND CREMATORY

2811 WEST CHESTER PIKE

BRrROOMALL, PA 19008

FREE CONSULTATIONS

610 833 2300
Email: ridleylawcenter@rcn.com

ISUBARU.com |
Family owned since 1977!

”AFFEETY

12 Veterans Square * First Floor « Media, PA 19063

801 Yale Ave., Suite 5A
Swarthmore, PA 19081
(610) 328-9500

Fax: (610) 328-3817

C

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

,‘. =y E
~ ROBERT L. D’ANJOLELL JR. - SUPYV.

WWW.DANJOLELL.COM

610-356-4200

ro

Betty's Cbiarcn Shop

Communion, Christening, Baptism, Boys

Dresswear, Flower Girls, Children Shoes
Socks & Accessories « 610-461-1547
1010 Lincoln Ave., Prospect Park PA
www.bettyschildrenshop.com

-

Merry Christmas
from the Rafferty Family!

ITALO PAVONE
\| TILE, MARBLE, & MASONRY
CONTRACTOR

~

Where loving-

kindness lives.
v

GRANITE FARMS ESTATES
1343 WEST BALTIMORE PIKE, MEDIA ‘6\ Ac.t S

RETIREMENT-LIFE COMMUNITIES®

LIMA ESTATES

411 HORTH MIDDLETOWN ROAD, MEDIA q
VisitActs.com/Advantage

610-329-3152

N J

Qgsm,, Rosaries and Keepsakes

+made from your special flowers

Fam/ly owned & operated for over 40 years!

e * walk-ins « mail orders « call
Weddings - Funerals - Communions - Gift
1215 Main Street | Unit 114 | Tewksbury MA
www.rosariesfromflowers.com

978-851-9103

C O N Q N Lindsey J. Conan, Esq.
lindsey@conanlawoffices.com

SEWER AND WATER REPLACEMENT
Parishioner
LAW OFF[CES B LLC 755 North Monroe Street | Media, PA 19063

BILL CELLICH PLUMBING

Master Plumber
www.billcellichplumbing.com

Lic & Ins 610-521-1303 Since 1994

610-616-5093 ¢ www.wmhendersoninc.com
610-565-6688
035 St. Mary Magdalen, Media, PA (b)
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