
ALL ARE WELCOME  •  2400 N. PROVIDENCE ROAD  •  MEDIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19063

Dear Friends in Christ,

We have a few calendar notes to help you make the 
most of these days. First of all, tomorrow, the Solemnity 
of the Immaculate Conception, is normally a holy day of 
obligation. However, because of the way it falls this year, 

Archbishop Pérez has given a dispensation to all Catholics 
in the Archdiocese. We are not obligated to attend 
Mass tomorrow, but it is highly encouraged! We will 

have our usual schedule of 6:30 am and 8:30 am.

Next Monday, December 15, will be our Advent 
Day of Mercy. We will have the Sacrament of Penance 

for our school children at 1:30 pm, our PREP students at 
5 pm, and all parishioners at 7 pm. We will have several 
guest priests assisting with confessions at those times. 

Adults, particularly parents, are also welcome at the school 
and PREP times, as well as at evening opportunities. 

These are in addition to our usual Confessions schedule—
Saturday at 9 am and Sunday at 6:15 pm. In addition, 

we will offer the Sacrament of Penance at 9 am 
and 12 pm on Christmas Eve.

Speaking of Christmas Eve, we have an addition to our 
schedule this year! We are adding a new 10:30 pm Mass 
during the Night to complement our schedule of Masses. 

Therefore, our Christmas schedule will be as follows: 
4 pm, 6:30 pm, 10:30 pm on Christmas Eve, and 

7:30 am, 9:30 am, and 11:30 am on Christmas Day.

May the Lord grant you peace!

–Father Eric Banecker

v
Advent Meditation begins on page 3

ADVENT MEDITATION SERIES

8 DECEMBER 2024  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Hail and Blessed be the Hour
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2   News & Events

PARISH MASS & CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Sunday

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM & 7 PM

PWeekday
Monday thru Friday 
6:30 AM & 8:30 AM

PSaturday
8:30 AM & 4:30 PM Vigil

PConfessions from 9 to 10 AM on Saturdays, 
and 6:15 to 6:45 PM on Sundays. 

PARISH DEVOTIONAL SCHEDULE
Adoration Chapel: Monday from 7 AM to Friday until 1 PM.

Morning Prayer: 7:15 AM from Monday to Friday in the Chapel.
First Friday Holy Hour: 5:30 PM Adoration & Confessions, 

followed by Mass at 6:30 PM.
Legion of Mary: 9:30 AM on Tuesdays in the Gathering Room.

Rosary: 7:15 PM on Tuesdays in the Chapel.
Flame of Love Devotions: Noon on Fridays in the Chapel.

ELECTRONIC PARISH GIVING
Visit our website’s ‘Giving’ page to make a one time

gift or sign up for recurring electronic donations using 



Already, the Second Sunday of Advent is upon us. 
For this reason, we should embrace the urgency of 

the Lord’s coming by putting aside the false and 
manufactured urgency of this season. The Lord invites 
us to keep vigil in silence and stillness, not busyness, 

which only leaves us exhausted and frustrated.

Maybe you were like me and had one of those Advent 
calendars growing up—the ones where you open a 

nice message. Indeed, Advent is all about watching 
and waiting. It’s about counting down. What makes it 
so comforting, I think, is that we know that our waiting 

There is a Carmelite tradition of reciting this 
prayer every day leading up to Christmas: 

“Hail and blessed be the hour and the moment in 
which Christ our Lord was born in Bethlehem, at 

midnight, in piercing cold. At that hour, vouchsafe, 
O my God, to hear my prayers and grant my petitions 
through the merits of Jesus Christ and of his blessed 
Mother. Amen.” What strikes me about the prayer 

moment, on this exact day, in this very place.

In just the same way, the liturgical celebration of this 
world-altering event takes place on the same day 

every year—December 25. It isn’t a moveable feast. 
Even Easter, the greatest of Christian feasts, bounces 

around the calendar according to the lunar cycles. 

our minds. Therefore, we know that the watching 
and waiting will not be interminable—even now, 

we can taste the joy of the feast.

The coming of the Lord at the end of time is 
different. In relation to that cosmic and momentous 

moment, we are like the people of Israel of old. They 
had been promised a Savior and Messiah. Yet they 
were asked to trust in God’s promises even though 

in what manner it would take place. Even the most 
learned of Jewish scribes were perplexed when 

His second coming will not be like that. While his 

Church’s sacraments, especially the Eucharist—is 
veiled and mysterious, his second coming will be 
immediately apparent to the whole world. We are 

the ones who have been called out from the world to 
prepare and keep vigil for this coming. We are meant 
to glorify God with our lives—not because we want 

to save ourselves alone, but because God wants 
to use us as he used Israel: to sanctify the world 
and open to all peoples the knowledge of the 

God who comes to dwell with his people.

Dear friends, as Advent moves forward, we 
should rejoice in the great gift we have to share in 

this work of redemption. Like the prophets, may we 
open the Advent calendars of our hearts, knowing 

that while we don’t know the day or the hour of the 
Lord’s second coming, we know for certain the 

him even now. Hail and blessed be the hour!

v
"Prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight his paths."
—Isaiah 40:3

Second Sunday of Advent  3(continued from the cover)

MESSIAH
St. Mary Magdalen

DEC

15
3 PM

Enjoy the classic oratorio presented by 
the amazing Main Line Ecumenical Choir 

and gifted orchestra musicians. 
Conducted by Ralph Purri. All are welcome.

 This is a goodwill offering event.

assic oratorio presented by

Hallelujah! 

Handel’s

v
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 SMM Knights' Fundraiser

To place an order, please visit the Knights' digital 
storefront at onehopewine.com/event/208579

St. Mary Magdalen's

DAY OF 
MERCY

Experience God's forgiveness and peace in the 

PENANCE
1:30 to 2:30 PM {School Students} 

5 to 6 PM {PREP Students}
7 to 8 PM    

DECEMBER 16
MONDAY



UPCOMING ADVENT DATES 

Monday, December 9
Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mass at 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM

Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year

Saturday, December 14 
Mass in Italian at 7 PM 

Sponsored by Associazione Regionale Abrussese 
Delco and the Celebrant is Fr. Eric Banecker

Sunday, December 15
Blessing of Créches 

4:30 Vigil Mass and 9:30 AM Mass 
Bring your créche or baby Jesus 

from home to be blessed before Christmas.
Handel's Messiah at 3 PM

Enjoy this amazing musical event presented 
by the Mainline Ecumenical Choir. (see pg. 3)

Monday, December 16
Day of Mercy: Penance Services

1:30 to 2:30 PM, 5 to 6 PM, & 7 to 8 PM
All are welcome. (See pg. 2) 

Wednesday, December 18
School Christmas Concert

6:30 PM in the church

v 
CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD
IS IN URGENT NEED OF VOLUNTEERS

age-appropriate Liturgy each week during the 
school year to children in grades 1 to 3 during 

handful of times from now to June? The readings 
are provided with ideas and suggestions for 

If you have questions or want to meet in the 
chapel to review the material, please email 

Carol at clow@stmarymagdalen.net. 

EXCITING NEWS! A NEW SOUND SYSTEM 
FOR THE CHURCH IS ON THE WAY!

to your concerns and wishes, including the church's 

to announce that plans for a new system are 

When gathered in faith, we are reminded 

 impede our experience as we encounter God 

it has served us well, our current sound system

It regularly impacts many in our congregation, 
who must strain to hear, which causes a 

We want every voice—every song and every prayer—

pleased to announce we have a generous 
-

in making this a reality, and it will be a blessing to 

experience is vibrant, uplifting—and accessible

We hope this 'sounds' appealing and know that 

Your support, no matter the amount, will make 
If you are able to 

donate, please contact Deacon Joe at 
deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen.net or send or 

submit your gift marked "Sound System."

News & Events 5

 Students collected food and assembled Thanksgiving baskets.



Young Adults
BIBLE STUDY

Mondays from 7 to 8 PM

and fellowship on the lower level of the church 

MASS & SOCIAL

 and 

Giving Tree
2024aKNow to December 13
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Prayers & Mass Intentions  7
WELCOME NEW FAMILIES

Are you interested in joining our parish? Visit our website or stop by 

Gregory Moppert & Juliette Gabriel, Thomas & Antoinette Torrence, 
David & Yvet Opperman

CALLED HOME TO GOD 
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of Peter DiPlacido,

Gaza, Ukraine, Sudan, those recently lost to natural disasters, famine, 
or acts of violence, and the 4,000+ babies aborted daily.

A TIME TO HEAL
Please pray for our sick. 

Carol Austin, Charles Bastian, Danielle Bastian, Kevin Boylan, Bill Boylan, 
Joe Cahill, Anthony Carbo, Tricia Carmen, Christine Cavaliere, 

Mary Cichanowsky, Jean Cotter, Joseph DeFabio, Kieran Doran, 
Rosemary Dougherty, Theresa D’Orazio, Phil Franco, Kevin Gallagher, 

Katie Garwood, Jacquelyn Gibbons, Bob Gentile, Rodie Henson, 
Francis Iacovone, Cole Keith, Ray Kenney, Gregory Lewis, Leonard Lombardi, 

Joe Malloy, Floyd Marvin, Robin Marvin, Marion McCarthy, Mary Jane 
& Pat McCloskey, Mary Theresa McDevitt, Dorothy Milliner, Dorothy 

Moerman, James Moerman, Joan Murphy, Mike Murphy, Carol Ortner, 
Bill Pace, John Pollera, Nicholas Quercetti, Sr., George Rodgers, 

Naomi Rouse, Daught Ryan, Peter Salemo, Angelina Scarpa,
Brendan Shain, Lisa Innaurato Shaine, Bill Snyder, Susan Sowa, 

Eleanor Tiongson, Amerigo Tomassi, Mark Torregosa, 
Roseann Yannacone, and Ernie Zappacosta.

MARRIAGES
Best wishes and many blessings to our newest newlyweds.

Ashley Mendicino & Ricardo Pereira

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to our newly baptized!

For baptismal information, call or email 

Sophia Margaret Salvino, Kalina Mae Fritsch

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9
Immaculate Conception of the BVM

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15

FLOWERS
In memory of deceased parishioners

BREAD & WINE
In memory of Peter DiPlacido

CANDLE
In memory of deceased clergy

 SMM families attended the annual and important 'Stand Up for Life Dinner' last week.



SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

a family in Marcus Hook, who has had many 

currently need further rent assistance as well as 

Even the smallest contribution is helpful and appre-

LEGION OF MARY
How Does It Work?

Our members meet weekly to pray, plan, and 

and local community under the guidance of a 

How Do I Start?

and see the Legion from the inside—if you wish, 
you can go as our guest on one of the work 

Every Tuesday at 9:30 AM in the Gathering Room.

URGENT! SCAMS TARGET PARISHIONERS 
There is an uptick in email and text scams

trying to masquerade as parishes, priests, or

You will not receive 'private' texts or email

events or fundraisers are posted publically on our 

 
staff member using the emails listed in our bulletin 

PHILLY ADORATION FOR VOCATIONS
 

encourage the faithful to pray before the Most 

For more about vocations, visit heedthecall.org.

STEWARDSHIP & TITHING

 
 

We are grateful for your generous spirit!

October 2024   $115,528  
Collection:    $30,054

 Mail-in:  $30,638
 EFT:  $54,836
October 2023   $106,050  
 Collection:  $39,169
 Mail-in:  $24,963
 EFT:  $41,918

8   Tithing News & Notes

Scan our QR Code for a secure 
link to our ‘Parish Giving’ link 
for Weekly & Special Collections,
Annual School Fund, In Memory, 
Single Gifts, Stewardship, 
School Fund, and more. 

TODAY’S READINGS BEGIN ON 60
IN THE HERITAGE MISSAL



��������		

Those in need of CCA's mission are in every county, town, 
parish, and neighborhood—including our SMM community.

Catholic Charities Appeal impacts nearly one million lives 
annually. They cannot do this vital work without you—
Your gift matters more than you know.

Did you know 1 in 5 people in the Philadelphia 
area count on the Catholic Charities Appeal 
for help and hope this Advent and throughout 
the year?

This Advent, make a difference in 
the lives of many, and together, let's 
bring hope where it is needed most. 

To give, scan the QR Code or go to
catholiccharitiesappeal.org.
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ANY SERVICE CALL

www.rfbondurant.com
610.566.0288610.566.0288 •• service@rfbondurant.comservice@rfbondurant.com

Parishioner

WITH THIS AD - must present ad for discount. 
Cannot be combined. Not valid for backfl ow testing.

WALSH CO., INC.
500 Abbott Drive

Broomall, PA 19008W
Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

Ph 610.623.2789 • FAX 610.623.2346
www.WalshBrothersInc.com

ATTENTION: Archdiocese of Philadelphia Employees
Employee Benefi t Program
• Family will receive up to 20% discount on product and services.
• Special Financing Available
• Free Family Estate Planning Guide • Free Will Kit
*This off er is for pre-need only and ends December 31, 2024 and cannot be combined with any other off ers.

We hope we can help you
get all your ducks in a row.

844-451-9614
www.PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

ACADEMY of
NOTRE DAME

de NAMUR

Discover Notre Dame
for Your Daughter this Fall!

ndapa.org/visit
All Girls • Grades 6-12 • Catholic Education

MEDIA MEDIA 
UPHOLSTERY UPHOLSTERY 

Since 1924Since 1924
Window TreatmentsWindow Treatments

 & Upholstery & Upholstery
610-566-2211610-566-2211

Piazza Honda
Springfield

Ray Mancini, General Manager
Parishioners Discount for mention of ad.

NEW & USED • PARTS • BODY SHOP  • SERVICE

610-789-9420
780 Baltimore Pike • Springfi eld, PA 19064

www.PiazzaHondaSpringfield.com

JOHN GILL, REALTOR®

"A Realtor You Can Trust"
601 E. Baltimore Pk., Media, PA 19063

O: 610-566-3000 • C: 610-864-8074

Parishioner
& SMM School Parent

est. 1978

Classic Coachwork West Chester
AUTO BODY

T  A. V  - P
725 E Market Street, West Chester, PA 19382

O: 610.696.2400 • C: 610.209.6531 • F: 610.696.3800
tom.votta@classiccoachwork.com • www.classiccoachwork.com/west-chester

Tire & Auto Service
Emissions - Inspection - Alignment - Brakes - Tune-Ups
Township Line & Lynn Blvd. • Upper Darby  

Since 1947
610-789-2121

Parishioner

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com • 610-789-3717

FREE INSPECTION
  Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

484-477-4032
www.OliverHeatCool.com

EXPERTS IN:
Heating • Cooling 

Electrical • Plumbing

Sewer • Home RemodelingSe

KAHMER INSURANCE AGENCY
Car, Home & Business Insurance

START SAVING TODAY!
Office: 610-532-2800
Text: 610-457-0655

www.RichKahmer.com

610-459-3644 | www.concordvilledental.com

$350Off 
Any New Stairlift With This Ad

• FREE in home evaluations
• Family owned & operated for more than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

PaintingTD

www.tdpaintinghandyman.com
Thomas Dodd

302- 898-4479

JOSEPH SHEEHAN
First VP / Wealth Management, Financial Advisor

Parishioner
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC

610.892.3318 | jsheehan@janney.com
®JANNEYMONTGOMERYSCOTTLLC • MEMBER NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

CONTACT ME
Celeste Gama

cgama@jppc.net | (800) 333-3166 ext. 151 

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY 
IN THE  COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

Licensed & Insured PA120049

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

rethink
rebuild
rejoice



Stephen J. DiOrio, CLU®, ChFC®
Agency, State Farm

Now with two convenient locations:
4829 West Chester Pike, Newtown Square

610-325-2005
www.stevediorio.biz

512 West Lancaster Avenue, Wayne

610-687-3223
www.stevediorio.com
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Dublin BuildersDublin Builders
QUALITY WORKQUALITY WORK
Remodeling Specialist

Additions • Custom Kitchens & Baths 
Decks • Expert Carpentry with 
Finish Woodwork & Moldings

www.dublinbuildersgroup.com
Free Estimates

Fully Licensed & Insured
Joseph J. Tumelty - Parishioner

610-565-0121

MJDPMJDP resources resources
your source for IT staffi  ng

Jason DiPietro, Parishioner
610-585-1574 • jason@mjdpresources.com
www.mjdpresources.com

Pilgrim Gardens Shopping Center
1041 Pontiac Rd., Drexel Hill, PA 19026 • 610-446-6004

4877 West Chester Pk., Edgmont, PA 19028 • 610-353-0807
3217 West Chester Pk., Newtown Square, PA 19073 • 610-356-8850

www.theplacetobrace.com

Coastal Health Connections offers 
reliable, professional and easily 

accessible staffing and care services 
to you and your loved ones.

Personal Care • Companionship
Alzheimers/Dementia • Vent & Trach 

Med Administration • Wound Care
For quality care call us at
610-738-4224

info@coastalhealthconnections.com

Shadow Days
Open House

Entrance Exam

Begin Sept. 30
Oct. 27

Nov. 9 OR Nov. 10

302-798-6632
www.archmereacademy.com

4033 West Chester Pike (Rte 3)
Newtown Square, PA 19073

www.mostardi.com 610•356•8035 

 Get In Tune With The LordGet In Tune With The Lord
610-690-5154

For the HolidaysFor the Holidays

Joe Lamoureux
EEXPERT PIANO TUNING & REPAIR

DeChristopher Memorials
Cemetery Monuments

Markers & Mausoleums
On Site Lettering & Cleaning

Vincent DeChristopher
(The Shoppes @ Sproul Plaza)

2062 S. Sproul Rd., Broomall, PA 19008
(610) 356-5173

www.dechristopherbros.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1915

Visual Communications, Inc.
Full Service Exhibit & Event Marketing
Bridgewater Business Park - - Aston, Pa 19014
Tel: 610.859.7300 - - Fax: 610.859.7322
www.vciexhibits.com - Parishioners: Tom & Paul Barker

THE MINNIS GROUP
Medicare

Bill Minnis ~ Neighboring Parishioner
www.minnisgroup.com   610-446-4601

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE TODAY
This Is Catholic Social Services

• Food Assistance
• Pregnancy Support
• Immigration & Refugee

• Day Care & After School
• Homeless & Housing
• At Risk Youth

• Senior Services
• Intellectual Disabilities
• Counseling

215-587-3908
www.cssphiladelphia.org DONATE

MASTER ELECTRICIAN

Lic. & Ins. • 610-328-4183 • HIC#PA042613

NO JOB TOO SMALL! David Shinkle
Owner

Michael C. Sage
Garage Door Service Co.

610-356-2902
Info@MCSGarageDoor.com

www.MCSGarageDoor.com

Basement Waterproofi ng You Can Trust

French Drains (Interior/Exterior)
Exterior Drainage Systems

Foundation/Masonry Repairs
Sump Pumps - Mold Remediation

610-642-4444  www.MainLineWaterproofi ng.com

Residential & Commercial Electrial Contracting

610-328-3622610-328-3622

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
Available

Painting • Paperhanging • Wall Scraping
Decorating • Powerwashing

Guaranteed Professional Results and 
Responsible Service

ExteriorInterior

Fully Insured
PA029995

610-627-1677
www.gsipainting.com

SM Florist
MEDIA PAMEDIA PA      Sophie & MikeSophie & Mike

1315 N. Providence Rd., Media, PA 190631315 N. Providence Rd., Media, PA 19063
(484) 443-0550

www.smfloristmediapa.com

St. Aloysius Academy is the only private, Catholic, K-8 school for 
boys in the fi ve county Philadelphia metro area committed to the 

spiritual, moral, and academic development of each student.
To register, please call us at 610-525-1670 or 

admissions@staloysiusacademy.org • www.staloysiusacademy.org

WINTER
OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday
January 29, 2025
9:00 – 11:00 am

Patient-Centered Cancer Care
610-492-5900 www.cmoh.org

Offi  ces in
Broomall, 
Glen Mills, 

Chadds Ford, 
and coming 
this fall to 

Newtown Square
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PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING SERVICES
SEWER AND WATER REPLACEMENT

610-616-5093 • www.wmhendersoninc.com

Kevin T. Coyne, Esquire
Parishioner

• Criminal Defense • Wills/Estates
• Summary appeals • Personal Injury

FREE CONSULTATIONS
610 833 2300

Email: ridleylawcenter@rcn.com
12 Veterans Square • First Floor • Media, PA 19063

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

BOB SCITTINA
Agent

801 Yale Ave., Suite 5A
Swarthmore, PA 19081
(610) 328-9500
Fax: (610) 328-3817

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

www.FizzanoFamily.com     610.565.1100
"Using a Real Estate Advocate-Consultant is the better way to Buy & Sell Real Estate"

Parishioners since 1988

Jim Fizzano
REALTOR®

Amy Fizzano
REALTOR®

Communion, Christening, Baptism, Boys 
Dresswear, Flower Girls, Children Shoes 
Socks & Accessories • 610-461-1547
1010 Lincoln Ave., Prospect Park PA

www.bettyschildrenshop.com

Lindsey J. Conan, Esq.
Parishioner

610-565-6688
lindsey@conanlawoffices.com

755 North Monroe Street | Media, PA 19063

Italo Pavone
Tile, Marble, & Masonry 

Contractor
610-329-3152

www.moppertbros.com

  Morton, PA Warminster, PA Northfi eld NJ
610-544-4444 215-674-0333 609-380-2988

Harry J. Moppert Sr.
President and Proud Parishioner Since 1984

Baptisms | Memorials | First Holy Communions
Weddings | Birthdays | Anniversaries

610.353.7033
lalocandabanquets@yahoo.com

Aesthetic&General Dentistry
Serving the Delaware County for over 45 years

Joseph J. Capista, DDS
Robert J. Spennato, DMD
Daniel P. Tibbetts, DMD
Jarred E. Gettes, DMD

Alexa N. Spennato, DMD
Broomall: 610-353-2700

2811 West Chester Pike
Broomall, PA 19008

Robert L. D’Anjolell Jr. - Supv.

www.danjolell.com

610-356-4200

MEMORIAL HOMES AND CREMATORY

BILL CELLICH BILL CELLICH PLUMBINGPLUMBING
Master Plumber

www.billcellichplumbing.com
610-521-1303610-521-1303 Since 1994Lic & Ins

Rosaries and Keepsakes
made from your special fl owers
Family owned & operated for over 40 years!
walk-ins • mail orders • call

Weddings • Funerals • Communions • Gift
1215 Main Street | Unit 114 | Tewksbury MA
www.rosariesfromflowers.com

978-851-9103
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